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Receipt and Handling of Proliferating Cultures 
Product Description 
Proliferating cultures are provided in T-flasks that are filled to capacity with transport medium. The caps of the flasks have been 
tightened securely and bound with Parafilm®. The flasks have been individually sealed in plastic bags to provide a secondary 
barrier against any leakage that may occur in transport. Follow the instructions below upon receipt of the proliferating cultures. 

Caution 
Although proliferating cells have been tested for the presence of various hazardous agents, diagnostic tests are not necessarily 
100% accurate. In addition, human cells may harbor other known or unknown agents or organisms which could be harmful to 
your health or cause fatal illness. Treat all human cells and all fluids and vessels that have come into contact with human cells 
as potentially pathogenic. Wear protective clothing and eyewear. Practice appropriate disposal techniques for potentially 
pathogenic or biohazardous materials. 

Initial Receipt and Incubation 
1. Move the box containing the cultures to an area designated for the use of human cells. 
2. Open the box and remove the sealed plastic bags containing the T-flasks. 
3. Examine each bag and determine if any transport medium has leaked from any of the flasks into the containment bag. 
4. If any of the flasks have leaked or are broken, do not use. Dispose of the materials as you would for any potentially 

biohazardous waste. Contact Technical Support and report the damage. 
5. If no transport medium has leaked from the flask, remove each of the flasks from its sealed plastic bag and place the flasks 

in a 5% CO2/95% air, 37ºC, humidified incubator for 3 hours. This allows any cells that might have detached during 
transport to re-attach. 

Replacing the Transport Medium with Fresh Growth Medium 
1. After the 3 hour incubation, remove the flasks from the incubator and place the flasks in a Class II, Type A laminar flow cell 

culture hood. 
2. Wipe the caps and necks of the flasks with a disinfecting solution such as 70% ethanol or isopropanol. 
3. Prepare supplemented culture medium (refer to the appropriate product document for instructions on preparing 

supplemented medium). 
4. Working with one flask at a time, stand the flask on end. 

a. Remove the Parafilm® and the cap. 
b. Aspirate any shipping medium which may be on the threads of the cap or the neck of the flask. Remove all of the 

shipping medium from the flask and immediately add the appropriate supplemented growth medium (0.2 ml per cm2 
of culture area). Replace the caps on the flasks. 

5. Return the flasks to a 5% CO2/95% air, 37ºC, humidified incubator and loosen the caps slightly. 
6. For further instructions on maintenance and subculture of the cells, refer to the appropriate product document. 

Limited Use Label License No. 5: Invitrogen Technology 
The purchase of this product conveys to the buyer the non-transferable right to use the purchased amount of the product and components of 
the product in research conducted by the buyer (whether the buyer is an academic or for-profit entity). The buyer cannot sell or otherwise 
transfer (a) this product (b) its components or (c) materials made using this product or its components to a third party or otherwise use this 
product or its components or materials made using this product or its components for Commercial Purposes. The buyer may transfer 
information or materials made through the use of this product to a scientific collaborator, provided that such transfer is not for any Commercial 
Purpose, and that such collaborator agrees in writing (a) not to transfer such materials to any third party, and (b) to use such transferred 
materials and/or information solely for research and not for Commercial Purposes. Commercial Purposes means any activity by a party for 
consideration and may include, but is not limited to: (1) use of the product or its components in manufacturing; (2) use of the product or its 
components to provide a service, information, or data; (3) use of the product or its components for therapeutic, diagnostic or prophylactic 
purposes; or (4) resale of the product or its components, whether or not such product or its components are resold for use in research. For 
products that are subject to multiple limited use label licenses, the terms of the most restrictive limited use label license shall control. Life 
Technologies Corporation will not assert a claim against the buyer of infringement of patents owned or controlled by Life Technologies 
Corporation which cover this product based upon the manufacture, use or sale of a therapeutic, clinical diagnostic, vaccine or prophylactic 
product developed in research by the buyer in which this product or its components was employed, provided that neither this product nor any 
of its components was used in the manufacture of such product. If the purchaser is not willing to accept the limitations of this limited use 
statement, Life Technologies is willing to accept return of the product with a full refund. For information on purchasing a license to this product 
for purposes other than research, contact Licensing Department, Life Technologies Corporation, 5791 Van Allen Way, Carlsbad, California 
92008. Phone (760) 603-7200. Fax (760) 602-6500. Email: outlicensing@invitrogen.com. 
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